348              THE STANDARD OF LIVING

with any pretension to architectural merit. Here is a
golden opportunity for a good architect with ideas suited
to the simplicity of the peasant's life and to the modesty
of his purse. Many such men have been found in
Europe, as the beauty of cottage and chalet abundantly
testifies. Could such a man be found in the Punjab, the
village of the future might be made worthy of the
new light which now finds most unworthy expression.
Another defect, more easily remedied, is the mean
disorderly condition of most of the interiors of the new
houses. It is a characteristic difference of the two halves
of the province that the rudest dwellings in the west are
often cleaner and better arranged than the most sub-
stantial houses in the east. Is it because the position
of women is easier and freer in the west ?

Women

Dis- Mr. Brayne, whose experiment in Gurgaon has been
abilities described in Chapter V, considers that the key to a
decent standard of living is an improvement in the
position of women. It may not be the only key, but
there can be no doubt that the welfare of the village is
closely bound up in the welfare of its women. At
present their position in the Punjab and elsewhere
agrees neither with the old light nor with the new.
According to the old light, a Hindu may take nothing, ,
hardly even a glass of water, from his son-in-law; yet'
now at marriage women are bartered almost like cattle,
and a good judge estimates that an element of purchase
enters into 70 per cent of the marriages made in the
central Punjab.1 It shows how little the new light has
penetrated that the central Punjab prides itself upon
being the most enlightened part of the province. More-
over, the practice is, if anything, increasing, and is
by no means confined to the uneducated. Addressing
students in Sind, Mr. Gandhi said: * Woman had been
described as the "ardhan-angana" or the better half of